
Spanish Educational System:  Classes 

 
Below is a brief and general summary of the Spanish educational system: 
 
 
I. A BRIEF ESPLANATION OF THE SPANISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 
 
- The Spanish educational system is divided in:  
 
1) Kindergarten     - Guardería  
 
2) 6 years of  Primary School   - Enseñanza Primaria     
 
3) 4 years of Secondary School   - Enseñanza Secundaria  (7-10th grades) 
 
4) 2 years of Upper Secondary School - Bachilleratos  (11-12th grades) 
  
 
We receive students from the fourth year of Secondary school to Upper Secondary 
School or “Bachilleratos” .     
 
The Academic Year is composed of three different terms. Each one is part of the 
whole course and they are not independent.  
 
In order the student passes the whole year he/she must pass the final exams if the 
subjects are cumulative like languages or humanities. 
 
On final transcripts, only final grades appear, not the term grades and they are an 
average of all the term grades or finals if the subject is cumulative.  On his/hers 
final transcripts it only would appear the result of the final exams.  
 
Students are placed in the corresponding grade level, depending on the grade level 
previously done in the native country and depending on the Spanish Education 
Ministry.  The school enrollment depends also on the Spanish Education Ministry, 
which means that individual public schools alone can not grant enrollment or a 
space in the classroom until the necessary paperwork is finalized, which is done 
with the Ministry. 
 
 
SECONDARY SCHOOL  
 

1st year   2nd year  3rd year 
     

4th year (10th grade US System) 
 
Subjects at the 4th year of the Secondary School are the following:  
 
CUMPULSORY SUBJECTS  
 



- Lengua Castellana y Literatura  - Spanish Language and Literature  
- Lengua Extranjera    - Foreign Language (English) 
- Ciencias Sociales/Geografía  - Social Sciences and Geography  
- Historia     - History  
- Ética     - Ethics  
- Educación Física   - Physical Education  
- Religión/Actividades Estudio - Religion or Study Activities  
- Matemáticas A / B    - Mathematics A/B  
 
The student has to choose two of the following: 
 
- Física y Química    - Physics and Chemistry  
- Biología y Geología    - Biology or Geology  
- Educación Plástica    - Crafts  
- Música     - Music  
 
The student has to choose two more offered by the High School as electives.  
Compulsory subjects are normally taught more hours than the others.  
Electives may vary from school to school. 
 
These courses are a guide to understand what the student may expect.  Individual 
schools may change in the amount of electives offered.   
 
 
4) UPPER SECONDARY SCHOOL   / BACHILLERATOS  
 
Upper Secondary School or “Bachillerato” is composed by two years: 
 
Year 1     1º Bachillerato   (11th grade) 
Year 2     2º Bachillerato    (12th grade) 
 
In the “Bachilleratos” students curriculum varies according to their own interest 
and future studies at the University. For example a student who would like to 
study Languages would choose a different  “Bachillerato” than other who would 
like to become a “doctor”.  
 
 
There are FOUR different Bachilleratos:  
 
1) Artes       -  Arts  
2) Ciencias de la Naturaleza y de la Salud  -  Natural and Health Sciences  
3) Humanidades y Ciencias Sociales   - Humanities and Social Sciences 
4) Tecnología      - Technology  

 
There are three kinds of subjects in the Bachilleratos:  
  
Materias Comunes /  Compulsory Subjects  
 



- Subjects that all the “ Bachilleratos” have in order students get a similar basic 
background.  
 
Materias Propias    /  Modality Subjects  
 
- Subjects offered in only one type of Bachillerato.   
 
Materias optativas / Electives subjects  
 
-Subjects electives offered by the High School or from other Bachilleratos.  
 
* for example a student chooses the Technology Bachillerato because she/he wants 
to study Mathematics at the University but it is also interested in Greek Language.  
It would be possible to do it as an elective.  
 
- Compulsory subjects are normally taught more hours.  
 

 SUBJECTS  Primer curso  
1st year  

Segundo Curso  
2nd Year  

Copulsory 

Subjects 

Physical education  
Spanish language and 
literature 1 
* 
Philosophy  
Foreign language 1  
Religion or Study Hall  

History  
Spanish language and 
literature 2 
* 
Foreign Language 2 
Religion or Study habits   

 

Modality Subjects* 

Three subjects from the 
Bachillerato chosen  

Three subjects from the 
Bachillerato chosen  

 

Electives 
 

One elective  
Two electives  

 
 
 another subject of local language is add in case there is one, for example in 

Catalonia area would be Catalan Language and Literature. Some schools may 
waive the student to take it. 

 most of the high schools are offering the four “bachilleratos” but it may happen 
that some don´t have the “Arts bachillerato”.   

 Electives will depend on the area and individual school and many cannot be 
confirmed beforehand until September. 

 French is sometimes given as a third language in Public schools in the Social 
Sciences / Humanities Bachillerato, but depends on the school as it is an 
elective.  Other languages, like German, can be found, but are more common in 
Private schools.   

 
 
*  MODALITY SUBJECTS FOR EACH BACHILLERATO  



 
BACHILLERATO DE ARTES 

ARTS BACHILLERATO  

 
- Technical drawing  
- Drawing resources  
- Volume  
- Artistic drawing  
- Image  
- Impression drawing techniques  
- Art history  
 
BACHILLERATO DE CIENCIAS DE LA NATURALEZA Y SALUD  
NATURAL AND HEALTH SCIENCE BACHILLERATO  
 
- Technical drawing  
- Physics 
- Mathematics  
- Biology  
- Chemistry  
- Earth Sciences  
- Physics and Chemistry  
- Biology and Geology  
 

BACHILLERATO DE HUMANIDADES Y CIENCIAS SOCIALES  

HUMANITY AND SOCIAL SCIENCES BACHILLERATO  
 
- Greek  
- Latin  
- History of philosophy  
- Contemporary history  
- Geography 
- Art history 
- Mathematics for the social sciences  
- Economy  
- Economy and business organization  
 
 
BACHILERATO TECNOLÓGICO  
TECHNOLOGIC BACHILLERATO  
 
- Technical drawing  
- Physics  
- Mathematics  
- Technology  
- Electronics  
- Mechanics  
- Physics and chemistry  


